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I\ A_ G_ R^ E_ E_ M„ E_ N_ T
FOR CARRYING OUT NATIONAL POLICY RELATIVE TO CONTROL OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 
IN AREAS ADJACENT TO THE NATIONAL SYSTEM OF INTERSTATE AND DEFENSE HIGHWAYS 
AND THE FEDERAL-AID PRIMARY SYSTEM.
THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into th is 27th day o f December A.D., 1967 by and 
between the United States of America represented by the Secretary of Transportation 
acting by and through the Federal Highway Administrator, hereinafter referred to as the 
"Administrator" and the State o f Maine, by and through it s  State Highway Commission, here­
in a fte r  referred to as the "S ta te ''.
WITNESSETH
WHEREAS, Congress has declared that Outdoor Advertising in areas adjacent to the 
In terstate and Federal-aid Primary Systems should be controlled in order to protect the 
public investment in such highways, to promote the safety and recreational value o f public 
trave l and to preserve natural beauty; and,
WHEREAS, Section 131(d) o f T it le  23* United States Code authorizes the Secretary of 
Transportation to enter into agreements with the several States to  determine the size, 
ligh tin g , and spacing o f signs, displays and devices, consistent with customary use, 
which may be erected and maintained within 660 fe e t  o f the nearest edge o f  the r igh t-o f- 
way within areas adjacent to the In terstate and Federal-aid Primary Systems which are 
zoned industrial or commercial under authority of State law or in unzoned commercial or 
industria l areas, also to be determined by agreement; and,
WHEREAS, the purpose o f this agreement is  to promote the reasonable, orderly and 
e ffe c t iv e  display of outdoor advertising while remaining consistent with the National 
p o licy ,to  protect the public investment in the Interstate and Federal-aid Primary Systems, 
to promote the safety and recreational value o f public trave l and to preserve natural 
beauty; and,
WHEREAS, T it le  23 Maine Revised Statutes Annotated, Section 57 authorizes and 
empowers the State Highway Commission to make a l l  contracts and do a l l  things necessary
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to cooperate with the United States Government in the construction and maintenance of 
public highways in accordance with T it le  23-, United States Code, as amended and supplemented: 
and,
WHEREAS, Section 131(b) o f T it le  23* United States Code provides that Federal-aid High­
way Funds apportioned on or a fte r  January 1, 1968, to any state which the Secretary deter­
mines has not made provision fo r  e ffe c t iv e  control o f the erection  and maintenance along 
the Interstate System and the Federal-aid Primary System o f outdoor advertising signs, 
displays and devices which are within 660 fe e t of the nearest edge o f the right-of-way 
and v is ib le  from the main traveled way o f the system, shall be reduced by amounts equal 
to ten per centum o f the amounts which would otherwise be apportioned to such state under 
Section IOI4 o f T it le  23* United States Code, until such time as such State shall provide 
fo r  such e ffe c t iv e  control; and,
WHEREAS, Section 1 3 l( j )  o f T it le  23* United States Code provides that any State which 
has in  e ffe c t  on June 30, 1969 an agreement to control the erection and maintenance o f 
outdoor advertising signs, displays and devices in  areas adjacent to the In terstate System 
shall be en titled  to receive the bonus payments as set forth  in the agreement but, no such 
state shall be en titled  to  such payments unless the State maintains the control required 
iunder such agreement or the control required by this section ( 13 1 )* whichever control is 
more s tr ic t ;  and,
WHEREAS, The State o f Maine and the Federal Highway Administrator entered into an 
agreement dated June 19, 1961, whereby the State agreed to control the erection and main­
tenance o f outdoor advertising signs, displays and devices in  areas adjacent to Interstate 
Highways within the state consistent with Section 131 o f T it le  23* United States Code as 
amended by Section 106 o f the Federal-aid Highway Act o f 1999 (P.L. 86-3U2, 73 Stat. 612), 
and the national standards and the plan fo r controlling Areas Adjacent to In terstate High­
ways; and,
WHEREAS, the State desires to implement and carry out the provisions o f Section 131 
o f T it le  23* United States Code, and the National po licy  in order to remain e l ig ib le  to 
receive the fu l l  amount o f a l l  Federal-aid Highway Funds a fter January, 1968, under Section
-3-
and 131(J)
10h/of T it le  23, United States Code;
NOW THEREFORE, the parties hereto do mutually agree as follows:
I .  DEFINITIONS.
A. The term "Act*1 means Section 131 o f T it le  23, United States Code (1965) 
commonly referred  .to as T it le  I  o f the Highway Beautification Act o f 1965.
B. nCommercial or industrial a c t iv it ie s "  means those a c t iv it ie s  generally 
recognized as commercial or industrial by zoning authorities in  this State, 
except that none o f the follow ing a c t iv it ie s  shall be considered commercial 
or industrial:
1. Outdoor advertising structures.
2. Agricu ltural, fo restry , grazing, farming and related a c t iv it ie s , including 
but not lim ited to wayside fresh produce stands.
3. Transient or temporary a c t iv it ie s .
ii. A c t iv it ie s  not v is ib le  from the main traveled way.
5* A c t iv it ie s  more than 3001 from the nearest edge o f the right-of-way.
6. A c t iv it ie s  conducted in a building used p rin c ipa lly  as a residence.
7. Railroad tracks and minor sidings.
C. "Zoned commercial or industrial areas", means those areas reserved fo r business 
commerce or trade pursuant to  a comprehensive State or Local zoning ordinance 
or regulation.
D. "Unzoned commercial or industrial areas", means those areas upon which there
is  located one or more permanent structures devoted to  a business or industrial 
a c t iv ity  or upon which a commercial or industrial a c t iv ity  is , in  fact, conduct­
ed, whether or not a permanent structure is  located thereon and the area along 
the highway extending outward 500 fe e t  from and beyond the edge o f such . 
a c t iv ity . Each side o f the highway w il l  be considered separately in applying 
th is de fin ition  and a l l  measurements shall be from the outer edges o f the re ­
gularly used buildings, parking lo ts , storage areas or processing areas o f 
the a c t iv it ie s . Measurements shall not be made from the property lines o f the
- l l -
lo t  upon which the a c t iv ity  is  located. Measurements shall be made along or 
p a ra lle l to the edge of the highway pavement.
E. "National System o f Interstate and Defense Highways and In terstate System" means 
the system presently defined in Section 103(d), T it le  23* United States Code.
F. "Federal-aid primary highway" means any highway within that portion o f the 
State Highway System designated as such by the State Highway Commission and 
approved by the Secretary pursuant to Section 103(b), T it le  23 United States 
Code.
G. "Traveled way" means that portion o f a roadway fo r  the movement of vehicles 
exclusive o f shoulders.
H. "Main traveled way" means that portion o f the traveled way upon which through 
t r a f f ic  is  carried. In the case o f a divided highway, the traveled way o f 
each o f the separate roadways fo r t r a f f ic  in  opposite directions is  a main 
traveled way. I t  does not include frontage roads, turning roadways or parking 
areas.
I .  "Sign" means any outdoor sign, display, device, notice, figu re, painting, 
drawing, message, placard, poster, billboard or other thing, which is  designed, 
intended or used to advertise or inform, any ‘part o f the advertising or in ­
formative contents o f which is  v is ib le  from any place on the main-traveled
way o f any portion of an interstate or primary highway.
J. "Erect" means to construct, build, ra ise, assemble, place, a f f ix ,  attach, 
create, paint, draw or in any other way bring into being or establish. I t  
shall not include any o f the foregoing a c t iv it ie s  when performed as an incident 
to the change o f advertising.
K. "Maintain" means to allow to ex is t.
SCOPE OF THE AGREEMENT.
This agreement shall apply to the follow ing areas:
A. In terstate.
1. Areas within 660 fee t o f and adjacent to segments o f the in terstate
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system which traverse commercial or industrial areas le g a l ly  designated 
as such by incorporated municipalities on or before September 21, 1959 
or in urban areas as established by the State Highway Commission as o f 
A p r il 1, 1961* or subsequently established or enlarged and adjacent to 
segments o f the interstate system which traverse commercial or industrial- 
areas le g a lly  designated as such by incorporated m unicipalities a fter 
September 21* 1959.
2. Areas within 660 fe e t  o f and adjacent to segments o f the in tersta te  system
outside incorporated municipalities where the land use, as o f  September
21, 1959* was le g a lly  established as commercial or industria l, 
zoned and unzoned commercial and industrial
3. Areas/within 660 fee t of and adjacent to segments o f the in tersta te  system
the right-of-way fo r which was in i t ia l ly  acquired prior to  July 1, 1956.
B. Primary.
1. A l l  zoned and unzoned commercial and industrial areas -within 660 fee t of 
the nearest edge of the right-of-way o f a l l  portions o f the Federal-aid 
Primary System within the State o f Maine in which outdoor advertising 
signs, displays and devices may be v is ib le  from the main traveled way 
o f said system.
I I I .  STATE CONTROL.
The State hereby agrees that, in a l l  areas within the scope o f this agreement, the 
State shall e f fe c t iv e ly  control, or cause to be controlled, the erection and maintenance of 
outdoor advertising signs, displays and devices erected subsequent to the e ffe c t iv e  date o f 
th is  agrement other than those advertising the sale or lease o f the property on which they 
are located, or a c t iv it ie s  conducted thereon, in accordance with the fo llow ing c r ite r ia :
A. In zoned commercial and industrial areas, the State may c e r t i fy  to the
Administrator as notice o f e ffe c t iv e  control that there has been established 
within such areas comprehensive zoning which regulates the s iz e , ligh ting and 
spacing o f outdoor advertising signs consistent with the purposes o f the
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Highway Beautification  Act o f 1965 and with customary use.
B. In  a l l  other zoned and unzoned commercial and industrial areas, the c r ite r ia  
set forth  below shall apply:
SIZE OF SIGNS
facing 1
1. The maximum area o f a sigr^ including a l l  fin ish  mouldings, but not 
including la tt ic e  work or base trim used only fo r  ornamental purposes 
shall be 900 square fee t.
permitted.
2. Double faced, back to back or V type signs shall be/eensidered-as-twe 
si-gns-s
3. Maximum height - 25 fee t.
1;. Maximum length - 60 fee t.
SPACING OF SIGNS
1. No sign shall be erected or maintained:
a. Within a distance o f 300 fee t o f the in tersection  or junction 
o f a highway with another highway, or with a railway, a t a 
point where i t  would obstruct or in terfere  with a view of
a tra in  or any veh icle on the in tersecting or jo in ing highway 
or railroad; or
b. Within a distance of 300 fe e t  o f any public park, reservation, 
public fo rest, public playground, school, church or cemetery 
and in public view therefrom; or
c. Within a distance o f 50 fe e t  from the nearer edge o f the 
traveled way and in  public view therefrom; or
d. Which in the opinion o f the State is  or would be injurious 
to property in the v ic in ity  thereof or would in juriously 
a ffe c t  any public in terest or endanger the sa fe ty  o f persons 
using the highway; or
e. The location  o f which is  prohibited by Municipal Ordinance
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or other va lid  regulation; or
f .  Which obscure or in terfere  -with the e ffectiveness o f an 
o f f ic ia l  t r a f f ic  sign, signal or device; or
g. Within the distance o f 300 fe e t  of a scenic area designated 
as such by the State.
2. No two sign structures shall be spaced less than £00 fe e t  apart in
permitted areas adjacent to the In terstate System/ and freeways on the 
primary system.
3. No two sign structures shall be spaced less than 300 fe e t  apart in  
permitted areas adjacent to the Primary System outside compact or 
built-up sections o f any municipality.
U. No two sign structures shall be spaced less than 100 fe e t  apart in 
permitted areas adjacent to the Primary System in compact or built-up 
sections o f any municipality.
The minimum distance between signs shall be measured along the nearest 
edge o f the pavement between points d irec tly  opposite the signs along
each side o f the highway.
6. See sheet 7b.
LIGHTING -ANIMATION
1. No sign shall be erected or maintained:
a. Which, in whole or in part, in  i t s  operation shall move or 
simulate motion; or
b. Which has any animated or moving parts; or
c. Which contains, includes or is  illuminated by any flashing 
interm ittent or moving ligh t or ligh ts ; or
d. Which uses ligh ting in any way in  connection with any sign 
unless i t  is  so e f fe c t iv e ly  shielded as to prevent beams or 
rays o f l ig h t  from being directed at any portion o f the main 
traveled way or is  o f such low in tensity or b r illian ce  as 
not to cause glare or to  impair the vis ion  o f the driver o f
- 7b -
6. No structure may be located within 500 fe e t  of an 
interchange or intersection at grade or rest area 
along the In tersta te and freeways on the primary 
system as measured from the sign to the nearest 
point of the beginning or ending of pavement 
widening at the ex it from or entrance to the
main traveled way.
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any motor veh ic le; or
e. The illumination o f which in terferes  with the effectiveness 
o f, or obscures an o f f ic ia l  t r a f f ic  sign, device or signal.
2* Signs giv ing public service information such as time, date, temperature, 
weather or sim ilar information may display only the public information 
thereon by an interm ittent or moving lig h t .
C, The State and i t s  p o lit ic a l subdivisions shall have fu l l  authority under their 
zoning laws to zone areas fo r  commercial or industrial purposes and the action 
o f the state and i t s  p o lit ic a l subdivisions in this regard w i l l  be accepted 
fo r  the purposes o f th is agreement. At any time a p o lit ic a l subdivision adopts 
comprehensive zoning which includes the regulation o f outdoor advertising the 
State may so c e r t i fy  to the Administrator.
IV. INTERPRETATION
The provisions contained herein shall constitute the minimum acceptable stand­
ards fo r  e ffe c t iv e  control o f signs, displays and devices within the scope o f this 
agreement.
Nothing contained herein shall prohibit the State from establishing standards 
which are more re s tr ic t iv e  in  controlling outdoor advertising than either the 
provisions o f th is agreement or that required by the Act.
In controlling outdoor advertising adjacent to In terstate and Federal-aid 
Primary Highways pursuant to the Act and the Agreement, the State shall not be 
required to move or cause to be removed any sign advertising any natural wonders 
or scenic or h is to r ica l attractions until a reasonable length o f time subsequent 
to the promulgation o f national standards fo r  such signs pursuant to Section 131(c) 
o f T it le  23 United States Code.
In the event the provisions o f the Act are amended by subsequent action of 
Congress, the parties reserve the righ t to re-negotiate this agreement or to 
modify i t  to conform with any amendment.
V. EFFECTIVE DATE
This agreement sh a ll have an e ffe c t iv e  date o f December 27, A.D. 1967* and shall 
become binding on both p a rt ie s  hereto when the Agreement has been r a t i f i e d  by an 
appropriate  ac t o f  the Maine State L eg is la tu re  a t  the regu la r  sess io n  in  1969.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the State has caused th is  Agreement to be duly executed in  i t s  
b e h a lf and the United S tates has lik ew ise  caused the same to be duly executed in  i t s  beha lf, 
as o f  the dates sp ec if ie d ,
December 27* 1967
STATE OF MAINE
December 27* 1967
ATTEST:
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANS PORTATION
0 7
F edera l Highway Adm in istrator
' A D D E N D A
AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT DATED DECEMBER 27, A.D. 1967, BY AND BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND THE STATE OF MAINE FOR CARRYING OUT THE NATIONAL POLICY RELATIVE TO CONTROL OF 
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING.
This is  to r a t i fy  and confirm the amendment by the follow ing technical revisions to the above
described instrument:
A. Page 3, lin e  1, a fte r  the number "IOI4" add: /and 1 3 l( j )
B. Page 5, lin e  11, a fte r "3 .AREAS" add: /zoned and unzoned commercial and industrial
C. Page 6,-1. Line 5>, a fte r " l .  The maximum area o f a sign" omit the comma and add: facing,
and change "mounding" to moulding
2. Lines 8 and 9, a fte r the word "be" strike "considered as two signs." and add: 
permitted.
D. Page 7,-1. Line 7, strike the period and add: "and freeways on the primary system."
-2. A fter line 16 add: "6. See Sheet 7b."
E. Add sheet -7b- to read:
6. No structure may be located within 5>00 fe e t o f an interchange or in tersection  at grade or 
rest area along the Interstate and freeways on the primary system as measured from the 
sign to the nearest point o f the beginning or ending of pavement widening at the exit frc  
or entrance to the main traveled way.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the State o f Maine has caused th is to be duly executed in  it s  behalf and 
the United States has likew ise caused the same to be duly executed in i t s  behalf as of the dates
specified,
January 3, 1963
STATE OF MAINE
24
January____ , 1968
ATTEST:
/  / /  £967 7
/ /  : /V ■'*
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
By - .. ' •?* . -   —■>—‘'T—
LOWELL K. BRIDWELL
Federal Highway Administrator
XU. S. DEPARTM ENT OF TRANSPO RTATIO N
F E D E R A L  H I G H W A Y  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
R E G I O N  O N E
Room 6lk, Federal Building 
Augusta, Maine 0li330
September 22, 1973
I N  R E P L Y  R E P E R  T O :
01- 23.6
Hr. Roger L. Hallar, Commissioner 
Maine Department o f Transportation 
Augusta, Maine 014.333
Dear Mr. Hallar:
Subject: Maine - Outdoor Advertising 
Federal/State Agreement
In response to your July 16, 19(5 le t te r  and attached proposed 
agreement as referenced above, we are pleased to return two 
copies o f the executed agreement which was signed by the Federal 
Highway Administrator. The orig ina l has been retained by the
DISTRIBUTION
environmental analysis 
project scheduling 
location 
DESIGN
RIGHT of
UVt f OTl - S  »  " O ' * * *
( J Z r t  * - * * " ” *
; . ADD13CDA NO. f
AKEr;m:D^ TT tc agreement DATED DECIDER 0 7 , A.D. 1°6?, by and be
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE STATE OF MAINE FOR CARRYING nT’ ^ ~r
POLICY rvnr a rpT TT*rp mnajiJaA.il jlu PA1* inrOpT p,T? 1p7Trn*uy>P'D uoivi* WJIj Uf O' O 1 TAy wjl t ADVERT!,
Jri.ERuAc j the ot*te of Maine is  dcsirons <
me°sureme nt o f helglit reruiremer ts ,
NOW TrlEREFORS, the parties agree that th<
amended as fo liovs :
"| Under I I I State Control. 3. Size of
Strike -11 of subsection ;!3,; o "P p r1 u3
*3 ■ fa ■* *1 |R'J 'in heieht: 35 feet ;r;iep. surer1
1
:roi.i o''1C nvnr^s £2 
re i at the case or the never tir in g  structure to t"\ 
most point o f the advertising structure or embellish 
cutouts or dimensional e ffec ts .
IN WITNESS HEREOF t]
sign0 i n i  t  s Vn ' l l -  r .i oy
St at ,o p .has 1 ii-• o t -h  p pr, cnu;
Unit e r St a tes Depa.rtmeri'
State o f Heine has 
M-ire Department of 
the sene to be duly 
Transportation as o.
caused thi s adc end 
Tr an s p o r t  a t i  on a ■. 
signed in its ben- 
f the dates speci:-"'
FRONT OFFICE
MRS. BROWN HAS THE OTHER ORIGINAL SIGNATURE SHEET
August 231 1976
